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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS. 


To his Execllency, Witt1am Е. STEVENSON, 
i Governor of West Virginia: 


The “ Board of Regents of the West Virginia Institution for the Deaf, 
Dumb and Віра” takes leave to submit the following as its first annual 
report : 

In compliance with the provisions of an act of the West ‘Virginia 
Legislature, passed March 3d, 1870, this Board was organized at a meet- 
ing of a majority of its members in the city of Wheeling, on April 20th, 
1870, and at ап adjourned meeting in Parkersburg, on June 23d, 1870, 


it was decided unanimously to accept the liberal proposition of “The. 


Literary Society of Romney ” and citizens thereof, for the establishment 
of the institution in the buildings known as the “ Romney Classical In- 
stitute,’ which, together with fifteen acres of land, adjoining the buildings, 
have been generously conveyed to this Board for its sole and specific 
uses. This property is situated directly east of the town of Romney, 
Hampshire county, in the fertile valley of the South Branch of the Po- 
tomac. The building is commodious enough to meet the present re- 
quirements of the law, and the grounds adjacent well suited for the uses 
of the institution, and though beautiful now, capable of а high state of 
culture and improvement. It is the unanimous opinion of the Board 
that on the score of economy and healthiness as well as the moral and 
refining influences of the place, no more desirable location could have 
been selected. 

The donation of this property, worth over $20,000, is ample assurance 
that the children committed to our charge are in a generous and enlight- 
ened community. 

At an adjourned meeting of the Board held at Romney, July 20th, 
` 1870;attended` by every member, its grateful acknowledgement of the 
liberality manifested by the donors and citizens of Romney were ex- 
pressed in resolutions recorded in our journal and communicated to your 
Excellency for preservation inthe State archives. It is gratifying to 
recall the fact that you were present with us upon that occasion, warmly 
to unite in the expression of a common public gratitude, and in earnest 
wishes for the prosperity and usefulness of the great charity then inaug- 
urated. 

At the same meeting the Board proceeded to elect a principal and the 
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officers and teachers provided for by law. The propriety and wisdom of 
the selections have been, as we believe and cheerfully acknowledge, com- 
pletely vindicated by the present flourishing conditon of the institution, 

For а fuller account of the repairs, changes and furnishing of the in- 
stitution and other matters in reference to its management, you are’ res- 
pectfully referred to the able and interesting report of the Principal ap- 
pended to this. 

While the Board thoroughly endorses the appropriations so far made, 
we are compelled to report that the very moderate appropriation made 
by the Legislature proves entirely inadequate for the establishment of 
the institution and its just and reasonable requirements, und when com- 
pared with even the smallest appropriation made by any other sister 
State, is small, small indeed. Appropriations are needed to make up 
the deficiency referred to, also, for some additional repairs and furniture, 
as set forth in the Principal's Report, and it seems to the Board that 
means should be at once provided for the enlargement of the building 
so as to receive all the unfortunate children of the State who have and 
may apply. Already the applicants are greatly in excess of the num- 
ber which the law permits us to receive, and also of the present possible 
accommodation of our building. The expenditure of a few thousand 
dollars here will secure for us what has cost the other States their hun- 
dreds of thousands. 

Any recommendation upon this subject may be properly prefaced with 
this remark, that however commendable economy in the expenditure of 
public money may in general be, there is no case where a stinted parsi- 
mony can inflict a more abiding discredit upon a civilized, Christian 
- commonwealth, than in that of inadequate provision for the afflicted and 
distressed, who become of right the objects of a generous public bounty, 
and for this solitary reason, that against misfortunes and deprivations 
which are of the act of God, and to which all are liable, men cannot 
of themselves provide, and thus those who suffer them become deservedly 
the wards and children of the State, peculiarly entitled to her all suffi- 
cient care. What heart is there, not utterly callous to the common de- 
mands and sympathies of humanity, that experiences no kind and gen- 
erous pulsations for these deaf, dumb and blind? This Board then, with 
entire confidence in the liberality and humanity of the State, recom- 
mends the appropriation of $40,000 for the objects specified in the re- 
port of the Principal. This recommendation is made with the honest 
belief upon the part of this Board that the several sums named are ab- 
solutely needed for the interests of the unfortunates, and with the earn- 
est hope that it will not be refused. Can it be that those now in the in- 
stitution may suffer, and those who seek admission must be doomed to 
longer ignorance and darkness? It is very desirable that this matter 
should receive the immediate attention of the Legislature. 

The Board has to express its entiré satisfaction with the present flour- 
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ishing condition of the institution. The discipline, the progress of the 
pupils in their studies, and their general improvement, deserve the high- 
est commendation, and entitle our Deaf and Dumb and Blind Institu- 
tion to the unstinted patronage of the State. 

We are well satisfied that the blending of-the two classes in a single 
common institution, is economical and highly conducive to the interests 
of both. a 

To this Report, the detailed and interesting report of H. H. Hollis- 
ter, A. M., the Principal, addressed to this Board, is appended, contain- 
ing information and suggestions of the highest importance. 

For the financial condition of the institution you are referred to his 
report and to the report of our Executive Committee which also accom- 
panies this. 

A copy from the records. 

Teste : Ковт. WHITE, 
Secretary Board of Regents D. D. & B. Inst. 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 


To the Board of Regents of the West Virginia Institution of the Deaf and 
Dumb, and the Blind: 


Your Executive Committee beg leave respectfully to report, that they 
authorized the Principai and Secretary to expend, in repairs to the build- 
ing, and for furniture for the Institution, out of the funds appropriated 
by the Legislature, not exceeding three thousand dollars; and the ex- 
penditures made by them for these purposes do not quite reach that sum. 
The Board will find a detailed statement thereof accompanying the re- ° 
port of the Principal. 

Your Committee have examined the repairs made, and furniture, &c., 
purchased, and take pleasure in saying, that said expenditures have been 
judiciously and economically made. 

We have had but one meeting since the meeting of the Board on the 
20th of July last, and have seen no reason о we should have held 
another. 

The principal and secretary have kindly aided your committee and 
' attended to most of their duties in connection with the internal arrange- 
ments, management and affairs of the institution, and your committee 
most heartily concur in what they have done. 

Your committee cannot refrain from the expression of the sense of 
their sincere pleasure at the auspicious opening and flourishing condition 
of the institution, and particularly the skill and management of the 
principal and teachers. 

Your committee call especial attention to that part of the report of the 
principal with reference to the increase of the facilities of the institution, 
зо that all the deaf and dumb and blind in the State can be accommo- 
dated. We agree with him in his recommendations, and think he does- 
not ask more, if as much, as is actually needed. 

Your committee regard that the sum appropriated by the Legislature 
will not prove sufficient for the purposes of the institution for the fiscal 
year, but they think the State can congratulate itself that so much has 
been accomplished with so little money—property worth at least $20,000, 

with furniture, &c., necessary for the accommodation and instruction of 
the number the law allows 28 inmates thereof. 

Your committee have been much embarrassed by the fact that the 
requisitions made upon the Auditor of the State for means to carry on 
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the institution have nót been as promptly met as could have been desired, 
and hereto append a full and detailed statement showing how much of 
the appropriation made by the Legislature has been drawn, and how the 


same has been expended. 
и Respectfully submitted, 


Т. Н. TRAINOR, 
December 15, 1870. С. К. LEONARD. 


Detailed Statement referred to in the report of the Executive Committee. 


1870. Cr. =“ 
April By amount from 'Ттеазигу.............................. $ 500 00 
July 2. МА ЖАКУ НОРА УИ 500 00 
Sept.19. ч Ё НОУТЕ ОТУ РРА 1,500 00 
: 22. “ “ E A AEE 1,500 00 
Total amount received from State out of appropriation......$4,000 00 

1870. Dr. 

Apr. 26 То paid Н. Brannon, Regent’s ехрепвев............ $ 23 50 
У G. K. Leonard, “ = ли. 36 62 
33, “ Н. Н. Johnson, “ И 31 50 
Јипе 21. “ G.K Leonard, “ Бесон. ЧО 00 
21. “ A. W.Moore, “ E 80 00 
22. “ Н. Н. Johnson, ©“ „ккө ‚_ 6000 
22. “ T. M. т бесгеѓату.................... 18 16 
22. “ А. W. Paull & Co 01000086 05 5050 Фосодсе•оосооососоо. • 11 90 
22. “ J. D. Baine, Regent’s ехрепвез............... 40 00 
2. “ Т. М. McNeely, Secretary services......... 20 00 
2. “ W. С. Brown, Regent’s ехрепзез............ 49 00 
22. « __ D. W. Fisher, УРЕ: i 20 00 
22. “ T. H. Trainor, “ Модени 20 00 
23. A J. H. Bristor, “ Ни 24 60 
28. а Н. Brannon, j ПИ 18 00 
23. “ W. С. Brown, “ Мите .... 14 60 
July 2. “ D. N. Couch, х ЫИ аваз wees 59 95 
18. “ D. W. Fisher, te Ма 25 00 
21. “ Н.Н. Johnson, “ Макси. 20 00 
21. “ D. N, Couch, “ ШР ЛС. 36 44 
21. “ T. H. Trainor, “ Re EE 20 00 
21. “ J. Н. Bristor, a E авина 9 20 
21. “ а. K. Leonard, “ РРР 25 00 
21. “ К. N. Pool, и ОЕ 22 00 
21. n R. W. Gilkeson, A. W. Moore, Reg. ex... 55 00 
21... 6% J. D. Baine, Regent's ехрепвев............ 40 00 
21. a H. Brannon, “ “% ........ .... 29 00 
21. “ W. G. Brown, “ E РОА . 2300 
Aug.20. “ protest on агайћ...................... РИО 2 22 
20. м on draft to T. Mytinger, for repairs “ЧҮҮ 300 00 
Sept. 20. t J. Е. Froling, on furniture......... 179 75 
20 У “ І. Stix & Co, ђеда пр.............. . 80 75 


20. “ “ Keveny, Wigger & Co., furniture 41 14 
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Oct, 18. То paid on draft to H. H. Hollister, current expenses.$ 200 25 
“ “__бһееїж & Kuykendall, supplies, Фе. 68 40 


19. “е « J, С. Lynn, coal........ ........ a eens 24 68 

19. E “ Warne & Leonard, for furniture... 148 83 

20. “ «  СПКкегоп & Pattin, for supplies...... 121 53 

21, s “ John Е. Trow, for һооЕв.............. 18 00 

21.. “ « Sheetz & Kuykendall, for supplies.. 812 51 

91. “ “ Gilkeson & Pattin, for supplies...... 19247 

21. “ « Kidd, Dawson & Co., for supplies... 150 56 

22. © © Tobias Mytinger, for labor.........., 240 52 

22. “ « Robert White, for freight............ 100 00 

© 24 ©“ “ Kidd, Dawson & Co., for supplies. 112 45 
Nov. 3. “ “ R.N. Pool, for іпѕигапсе............ 216 00 
8. © “ R. N. Pool, for ріапо.................. 367 00 

7. s “ V, М. Poling, for labor.............0. 85 00 

12. “ “ Warne & Go., for pillows............ 17 50 
Рес. 7. © “ Н.Н, Hollister, current expenses... 100 00 
14. By balance on Һапд............. КЕЕ КО » 81 57 
$4,000 00 


» 


PRINCIPAL’S REPORT. 


To the President and the Regents of the West Virginia Institution for the 
-Deaf and Dumb and Blind: 


GENTLEMEN :—In fulfilling the duties of principal, I beg leave to offer 
the following report of the preparations for opening, the management, 
and the wants of your institution: | 

As soon as possible after the organization of the institution was com- 
pleted, the building was insured according to your order, and operations . 
were commenced to repair and remodel the structure во as to adapt it to 
our purpose. With the advice and suggestions of а committee of citizens, 
whose assistance I would gratefully acknowledge, such changes and 
repairs were made as under the circumstances were deemed advisable. 
It was found necessary to have more complete communication between 
the different parts of the building, and especially between the different 
stories. То facilitate this, a double porch was constructed in place of the 
old back porch ; the stairs were transferred from the wing to the porch, 
and a door was cut through the wall to give entrance to the upper rooms 
in the main building. This porch affords a delightful place for exercise 
in the cold months—the upper floor being assigned to the young ladies, 
and the lower to the male pupils. The transfer of the stairs to the porch 
gave us two rooms much needed for the use of the inmates. A hall has 
been constructed through the main building, from which doors open into 
the boys’ dormitory and the school room. A room for hospital purposes 
has been partitioned from the chapel. In addition to these changes and 
repairs of the building proper, all the outbuildings were covered anew, 
and a cistern capable of holding a ten-weeks’ supply of water was con- 
structed. Furniture for the accommodation of about forty inmates was 
purchased, and a limited supply of school-room fixtures and books was 
procured. Thus prepared and equipped, the institution was, in accord- 
ance with your order, on September 29, 1870, thrown open for the recep- 
tion of pupils. It is believed to be the first time in the history of similar 
institutions that the number of applications received before the opening 
was greater than the building could possibly accommodate. At the com- 
mencement of the session, or soon thereafter, thirty pupils (twenty-five 
mutes and five blind) ‘were received. Among these are three, (two mutes 
and one blind,) transported according to law from the Virginia institu- 
tion, The pupils were immediately classified and put under instruction. 
The teachers whom you appointed have all shown a commendable zeal 
and faithfulness in the discharge of their duty. Prof. Johnson, in the 
instruction of the blind, has displayed a marked ability, which is show- 


~ А 10 [4 


ing, and will show, good results in this department. Prof. Chidester 
brings to us an experience of fifteen years as private teacher, and as 
instructor in a sister institution. His skill, diligence and enthusiasm are 
ample proof of the wisdom of the Board in his appointment. Miss Harris, 
in the facility with which she is acquiring the sign language and the 
peculiar processes of deaf-mute instruction, gives promise of great future 
usefulness. With the assistance of an advanced pupil, she also gives 
musical instruction to the blind. The progress of the pupils thus far has 
been constant and uniform, and highly gratifying to both teachers and 
officers. With the mutes we pursue the system of instruction by signs 
invented by De L’Epee, and known as the French system. At the same 
time we instruct in articulation, wherever practicable. 

The Board were fortunate in securing the services of Mrs. Lucy B. 
White, as matron. She has ever discharged her duties with kindness 
towards all the inmates, and with a marked ability and zeal for the 
interests of the institution. 

The numbgr of pupils already admitted is fully equal to the capacity 
of the building; and as it is, we have to dispense with many conve- 
niences which every well-regulated institution should have. Although 
the results so far reached are eminently satisfactory, yet many things are 
needed and required to give our organization a thorough efficiency and 
enable us to receive all the deaf-mutes and blind in the State who may 
apply. And I feel free to bring before you our wants: for it is not only 
my duty, but it is done in the interest of those who never saw the light 
of heaven, and those whose ears never heard the tender words of a loving 
mother. We need many additions to our furniture, especially in the 
school-rooms. In the limited condition of our finances, we had to rely 
almost entirely upon the old desks and benches which were in the build- 
ing, and which are entirely unsuited to our purpose. Appropriate desks 
and chairs would add largely to the pupils’ comfort. Large slates for 
the mutes, and various apparatus for the blind, would prove a great help 
to their general advancement. For these purposes not less than $2,000 
is needed. Considerable additional repairing and painting, and a few 
changes are required to protect the building and economize the room 
which we already have. For these purposes I respectfully ask $2,000. 
“Above all, our greatest need to fully develop the labor in which we are 
engaged is an addition to our buildings. The proper size of an addition 
is easily determined by knowing the number of pupils to be accommo- 

“dated, This may be ascertained with great certainty by a reference to 
the census tables of West Virginia, and a comparison with thoroughly 
established and well-known statistics. We find from the United States 
census that there are about two hundred and fifty deaf-mutes, and one 
hundred and seventy-five blind, of all ages, in the State. From a com- 
parison of institution reports with census tables, we find that about 
twenty per cent of the mutes and twelve per cent of the blind are in 
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actual attendance in the various institutions. This would give for West - 
Virginia fifty mutes and twenty-one blind—a total number of over 
seventy to be provided for; and this number will constantly increase 
with the growth of the State. I therefore recommend that you ask of 
the Legislature for your institution ап enlargement sufficient to accom- 
modate one hundred inmates. The fact that I have already, for want of 
room, been compelled to reject eighteen applicants, is a powerful argu- 
ment in favor of*immediate action. Let not these unfortunate ones, the 
wards of the State, longer knock in vain for that culture which will fit 
them for happy, useful lives. The addition of a wing on each side of the 
main building would be most convenient for our purpose, and at the 
same time give a fine external view to the whole building. These wings, 
to afford the necessary room, should be at least thirty feet by fifty feet. 
It is fortunate for the State that the building, which you have obtained 
free of cost through the munificence of the Romney Literary Society, is 
thus capable of enlargement without in the least interfering with the 
utility of the present room. And not only this, but the addition can be 
made without the loss of a dollar in the repairs and alterations which 
we have already made. Not until we receive an addition can we hope 
to make this noble State charity available to even a majority of the 
unfortunate ones in our State. For this purpose we ask $20,000. This, 
I believe, will enable us to furnish accommodations for all who seek 
admission. Thus, while such States as Louisiana, Iowa and Missouri ` 
spend from one to three hundred thousand dollars for their unfortunate 
children, and New York and Ohio spend $1,500,000 each, West Virginia, 
by supplementing the Romney gift with a few thousand, can accomplish 
results which will place her side by side with her sister States. 

When the Institution was located at Romney I felt that the lack ofa 
railroad would prove prejudicial to its highest interests. But our loca- 
tion has advantages which are a large compensation for our isolation. It 
gives us cheaper provisions of every kind ; it relieves us from all anxiety 
lest our pupils should wander away and be killed on the railway track, 
as has happened a score of times in other States, but above all it gives 
us a retirement favorable to the advancement of the pupils. One great 
drawback with which principals of institutes in large cities have to con- 
tend is a restless discontent which often takes hold of the pupils, and 
which sometimes causes them to runaway. It is believed that the quiet 
and pleasant valley in which you have placed your institution will prove 
a safeguard to this evil. 

From an inspection of the expenditures so far, it will be seen that the 
appropriation made by the last Legislature is not sufficient to meet the ex- 
penditures of the establishment and support of the Institution until Sep- 
tember 31,1871. Of the $8,000 appropriated, nearly $1,000 were ex- 
pended before the organization of the Institution was completed. About 
$3,000 were expended for repairs and furniture. Thus about $4,000 
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- were left for the support during a little more than one year—n sum 
hardly sufficient to pay the salaries and wages’ of employes and the 
traveling expenses of the Board, leaving no provision ‘for current ex- 
penses, and clothing for indigent pupils. Thus far we have been greatly 
embarrassed for funds to meet the necessary current expenses, 
and during a large part of the time there has been no money at 
the command of the Principal. In view of all these facts, I would ask 
an appropriation of $5,000 to meet the deficiency. Besides these amounts, 
not less than £11,000 will be required to support the Institution during 
the current year of 1871 and 1872. Therefore I respectfully recom- 
mend that you ask of our next Legislature $40,000 for the above pur- 
poses. | 

It is desirable at no distant day to make arrangements Тог the training 
of the pupils in some useful trade. The trades most commonly taught 
are carpentering, printing and shoemaking for the deaf, and broom- 
making for the blind. It is of little matter which trade or trades you 
select, аз the design is to inculcate habits of usefulness while we develop 
the intellect and enlarge the heart. 

From time to time the American instructors of the deaf and dumb 
have held conventions to promote this branch of public charities. By 
your order and as your representative, I attended the convention of 
1870. This convention, the largest of the kind evér held, was enter- 
tained with a generous hospitality by the Indiana institution. The 
thanks of the profession are largely due Mr. McIntyre, the Superintend- 
ent, for his perfect arrangements to secure the comfort of his guests. 
Over one hundred delegates were in attendance, and for variety and 
value the papers presented have never been surpassed. ‘A convention of 
principals is to be held in the summer of 1871—time and place not yet 
announced. Аз І hope at anearly day to furnish to each member of 
the Board a full printed report, prepared by a stenographist employed 
for the purpose, a further notice is unnecessary. 

The receipts and disbursements of the Institution up to the present time 
are: 


Dr. 
To cash received on order, from Rev. D. W. Fisher, Chairman 
Executive Committec.......0. ss. cccccesssces sscccsssevcesseseves 98,067 09 
Cr. 
To cash paid out as per vouchers: 
For тераїт®............................ калканынын эзиз 91,060 10 
For ИТВ Евра canst аала Кана кака За Ж» А ‚ 1,444 17 
For current expenses, &с................. кке еы «эзе 572/10 


a сно ore 


$3,082 37 
An appendix to this contains certain acknowledgements, a list of papers 


furnished free'to the pupils, and a catalogue of the pupils admitted since 
the opening. 
Permit me here to acknowledge the great assistance which Col, Rob- 
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ert White, your Secretary, has ever given me in the duties which I have 
had (о perform. ‘fhe unfortunate children entrusted to our care owe 
him a debt of gratitude for the interest he has taken in their welfare. 
Also, to acknowledge the skill with which Dr. Lupton has performed 
his professional duties to the inmates of the Institution, and his many 
suggestions and cordial co-operation to promote the physical well-being 
of the pupils. 

Before closing, permit me to mention with sincere pleasure, my appre- 
ciation of the uniform kindness and cheering words which I have always 
received from the Board of Regents: In behalf of the unfirtunate, I 
wish to thank you for your interest in them. At no distant day your 
enlarged views and thorough devotion will have a reward in lives re- 
deemed from ignorance and darkness. 

With a firm reliance upon the Father of us all, and with a hope that 
under His guiding hand this Institution may be a great blessing to those 
for-whom we labor, I submit this Report. - 

Most respectfully, 
Horace Н. HOLLISTER. 
West Virgina Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and Blind. 
December 10, 1870. 


APPENDIX: 


CATALOGUE OF PUPILS. 
DEAF AND DUMB, 
Name, Post Office. County. 

Melissa Bartlett............ Bone Creek......... пр КМ Ritchie........... ке 
Benjamin Т. Bowen......|Slanesville......°...... ...... Hampshire 

Harriet E. Bowen...... s» Slanesville....:. ........... Hampshire... ......... 
Hester A. Dayton......... Гареева аве ео ОКНО УЕН НЕ, 
Lewis 5. роай............Вгідрерогф...... ...... sees oo Натгівоп............ 
Elijah А. Ford............/Glenville........ ТРО Gilmer........ зз 
Mattie D. Ford............ С1епүШе..................... Gilmer.......... ПР 
John Н. У. Еож]ег......Ғот1ег?в........ ....... .....| ВгооКе........... Ее 
James Е. Inghram......... Батепзуоод........... ossee JACKSON. o „.......... 
Joseph M. Гарћгат,..... Кауепвуоод........... ......[Јасквор... ............ 
Eliza Jarrett....... раз СҺат1ев{оп............. Kanawha............. 


Ргевїоп................. 
Ritchie ....esssonossses 


Martha E. Мазоп......... German Settlement......... 
Millie E. Meredith ........ Ье Оак.................. 


Nora Могіор................ aw Раз... шие насы ‚[Могралп................ 
Edward 5. Paxton......... New СгееК................... Mineral.......... е 
Penton Ріегвоп........... ..(Clendennin........ ‚е, Капажћа........ еы 
William Pierson............ С1епваептїп.................. Kanawha........ ЗТЯ 
Susan A. Ravenscraft....New ОгееКЕ.................. | Mineral... ........... 
James Затаріев.............. Clendennin......... ........ Капажћа.............. 
‘Joseph Samples.......... ..(Clendennin........ ЧОК Капажћа,............. 
Nancy Samples............. Olendennin........ ТЕ Капа%ћа.............. 
Frederick W. Vogt....,.|Wheeling.. ........ РЕ .|Оћо......... Шеесет 
John W. Wagoner-******'|Frankfort......ccesececseeee| МИпега],.............. 
Chap Ұаізоп............... Wheeling.. .................. Оо зке рр» 
Joseph A. Whitaker...... Cold Ә&теата.................. Hampshire........... 
BLIND. 
Name, Post Office. County, Е 

Elvina Е. Hays........ ....|Claysville......... АОИ ое УЯ 
Jefferson D. Kester...... Втгійрерогф................... Harrison... ....... > 
Julia Мограп............... alatine...... ..... саа Магіоп............... re 
Amanda М. Ruble...... |РатКегабигр.................| Мо0................ 
Lewis ҮҮ оойу............... САат1евїоп................... Капамћа.............. 
Deaf Mutes...... Бейкен E E E I от Ара ИРЕЙ 


25 
Виа И даа И А И 
30 
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The following papers have been sent free to the pupils :- 
The Baptist Record, Charleston. 
The State Journal, Parkersburg. 
The Wheeling Register, Wheeling. 
South Branch Intelligencer, Romney. 
The Moorefield Advertiser, Moorefield. 
The Mute’s Chronicle, Columbus, O. 
Deaf Mute Pelican, Baton Rouge, La. 
Mineral County Gazette, New Creek. 

The publishers will please accept our thanks. Such others as feel dis- 
posed will confer a great favor by sending their papers~all of which 
. are strictly devoted to the use of the pupils. 

Qur acknowledgements are due to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
for reduced fare to our pupils, also to the proprietors of the Romney and 
New Creek stage line, and the Romney and Patterson Creek = 
line, 


Directions for the Admission of Pupils. 

І. All deaf mutes and blind persons between the ages prescribed by 
law are entitled to admission, free of charge, except for clothing and 
traveling expenses. 

II. Children when brought should be well provided with summer and 
winter clothing, all plainly marked with the owner’s full name. A sum 
of money, not less than $5, should be left with the Principal for inci- 
dental expenses: Whatever is unexpended at the close of the year will 
be returned. Each pupil should have a good trunk. Clothing will be 
furnished to indigent pupils. 

ПІ. The sessions of the school commence on the second Thursday of 
September in each year, and continue for the space of forty weeks. 

IV. All applications should furnish the following information : 

- 1, The name and age. 

2, Was the applicant born deaf or blind? Or at what age did ће be- 

come во? Cause? 

What is the degree of deafness or blindness ? 

What is the physical and mental condition of the applicant ? 

Has any instruction been given? 

Are any relatives similarly afflicted ? 

. Give name, occupation and post-office of parents? 

. Was there any relationship between parents before marriage? If 
80, ahat ? | 

9. Has applicant ever had any contagious disease? What, and 
when? 

10. Has applicant been vaccinated ? 

On application to the Principal, a blank form containing these ques- 
tions will be furnished. 
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V. Pupils from other States can be admitted for $200 a year in ad- 


РЕ 


. vance. 


VI. It is found impossible to furnish board, lodging, &о., to persons 
visiting the Institution. 

VII. The Institution is open to visitors from 9 to 12 А. М., and 
from 14 to 34 P. M., every day except Saturdays and Sundays. 

VIII. Daily stages run from New Creek, Baltimore aud Ohio Rail- 
road, and Moorefield to Romney; and tri-weekly stages from Patter- 
son’s Creek depot, Baltimore and Ohio Roilroad, and Winchester, Vir- 
ginia. 

ІХ, АП applications and letters concerning Institution matters should 
be addressed to Н. Н. Hollister, Romney, УУ. Ма. Al letters for pupils 
should be addressed in the care of the Principal. 


Ata meeting of the Board of Regents of the West Virginia Institu- 
tion for the Deaf, Dumb and the Blind, held on December 16th, 1870, 
the following resolution was adopted, viz.: 

“ Resolved, That the Board has listened with great pleasure to the 
chaste, interesting and able address delivered at this meeting of the 
Board by our Secretary, Colonel Robert White, and-that it is the unani- 
mous wish of this Board that the same should be published, together 
with the report of this Board to the Governor, and the Secretary is here- 
by requested to furnish a copy of the same for publication.” 


Romney, W. Va., December 16, 1870. 
To the Board of Regents of the West Virginia Institution for the Deaf and 
Dumb and the Blind: 
GENTLEMEN: In response to your very flattering resolution, requost- 
ing for publication a copy of the address which I had the honor to de- 
liver at the formal opening of our institution on yesterday, permit me 


to вау that the address was of necessity prepared very hastily and with ' 


no view whatever to its publication. Because of the very brief time I could 
give to it, I availed myself freely of the investigations and thoughts of 
others, particularly of the Rev. Collin Stone, of the Hartford Institu- 
tion for the Deaf and Dumb, and of W. Н. Churchman, A. М, of the 
Indiana Institution for the Blind. I could not allow the publication of 
this address without acknowledging my obligations to those gentlemen. 

A copy of the address is herewith furnished in the hope that it may 
aid in exciting the interest of the people of our State in the unfortunate 
classes for whom it is at least an earnest plea, whatsoever may be its im- 
perfections. 

І am, gentlemen, 
- Very respectfally, yours, 


~ К Ковт. WHITE, 


Secretary. 


, 


ӯ 


ADDRESS DELIVERED BY COL; ROBT. WHITE, 


BEFORE THE 


BOARD OF REGENTS, 


IN THE 


JNSTITUTION for THE pear, puxe AND BLIND, 


Romney, W. Уа, Thursday. Dec. 15, 1870, 


" West Virginia, born amid the throes, agonies and darkness of war, 
· has, since the halo of peace shed‘its gentle rays over these valleys and 
mountains, established here a light. for the voyager upon life's darkest, 
dreariest sea; has uttered a voice full of pathos and tenderness to the 
ear that is deaf, and enabled the tongue, though dumb, to speak a 1ап- 
guage, unheard, but full of power. Aye! may we not now, in one sense 
at least, say with the prophet Esaias of old: “Our deaf shall hear the 
words of the Book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity 
and darkness?” 

Why are we here this day ? In what solemn, yet joyous duty, are we en- 
gaged? Look around you! We are gathering from the roughest 
quarries their hidden stones, here to polish, adorn and fit them for use- 
ful places in the theatre of life. Aye, more! here to fit them, we hum- 
bly hope, as living stones, for that “ temple not made with hands, eternal 
in the Heavens.” ‘We are preparing the ground in which is to be sown 
seed, to spring up, bud and blossom into flowers of richest perfume and 
loveliness. We are here opening up a fountain whose waters will soon 
ripple along the deepest ravines of melancholy and despair, causing them 
to send forth joyous notes of thankfulness and praise, and, winding 
further along down the valley of life, will widen and spread, and send 
health, vigor and beauty to the otherwise parched and sterile ground of 
nature’s most unfortunate: 

The eye of the deaf mute is bright and active ; the wealth and beauty 
in form, arrangement and color in the world around him, is open to his 
enjoyment, but, for 08 mysterious and inscrutable, the nerve fails to 
carry the vibrations of sound to the brain, and he is left a weak, dark, 
drear, ead being—humanity afflicted with one of its sorest, most direful 
calamities! He never hears those voices which give to nature its richest 
life, as they fall upon his ear in the joyous notes of the bird of the morn- 
ing, or linger, at eventide, in mellow кае attuned for setting дау! 
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He never heeds even the mutterings of God’s thunder, as it speaks of 
His omnipotence. Much of our knowledge in early life is derived from 
the observation and experience of others, as we gather it, with listening 
ears, from the lips of those who speak, or drink it in with wondering . 
mind from printed pages telling of the past; but these channels which 
‘render this light, this intelligence, this happiness the common property 
of other minds, аге to him closed, sealed, unknown. Не hears not the 
father’s warning voice, nor the mother’s prayers,—shares not the enjoy- 
ments of the home-circle nor of social life,—knowa nothing of the world 
around him save what a dark, unenlightened mind can discern through 
the natural eye. The character of that world, its formation, its people 
and their history, are to him matters of darkness. Family traditions of 
ancestor and place, stories of heroic exploits and renown, “lives of great 
men, which might remind him that he could make his life sublime,” 
which might excite his pride and stimulate his ambition, never fall upon 
his palsied ear. The touching story of the Cross cannot be heard, This 
infirmi.y draws a thick veil over the dread and grand realities that lie 
beyond this present life, and hides from his view the immortality which 
awaits him. So dark, so drear, so inert is his mind that it awakes not to ~ 
the great problems of future life, and seeks not even one glance at 
eternity and heaven. This is no fancy sketch ; such ts-the sad condition 
of the uneducated deaf-mute, Never has опе been known, who, by 
his own unaided efforts, has found out the existence of a God, or dis- 
covered the solemn fact of his own immortality! Oh! sad, sad lot! 
Oh! dire misfortune! . Where in all this dark world can you find a sad- 
der, darker truth? Though he may live in a Christian community, 
though he may be the object of the tenderest affection, yet, from his 
terrible ignorance and darkness, does he not appeal most touchingly to 
every kindlier, more humane feeling of our nature? The wickedness of 
the world may cry out for Christian help, the wail of the widow and 
orphan may plead for kindness and sympathy, “the heathen and the 
uttermost parts of the earth” may cry for assistance, but, if it be true 
that the deaf-mute is as I have described him, what appeals more loudly 
to our humanity, our kindness and орг charity, than this being, 60 dark- 
ened by nature’s infirmity? And who can tell how rich, how great, how 
glorious the work we here inaugurate ? | 

When we remember that, at the beginning, God uttered His voice 
and said, “ Let there be light, and there was light ;” that all things were 
created by His word, “the whole earth of one language and one speech,” 
that voice seems to dwell, the essence of life, the distinctive characteristic 
of that breath which God breathed into the nostrils of man when He 
created him a living soul; that it is speech which eminently shines forth 
in man, the imprint of deity. And, when we remember, too, that at 
man’s first sin, when he heard “ the voice of God walking in the garden,” 
he was afraid and hid himself amongst its trees, and, that goon there- 


6 
after, the language of earth was confounded ; and then consider the dark 
and dreary waste of mind of the deaf-mute, with no conception of the 
greatness and goodness of his Creator, nor of his own immortality, with 
nothing to startle him at the presence of a sin, we are led to exclaim, 
“ How inscrutable are the mysteries of thy providence, О, Lord! and 
thy ways, indeed, are past finding out!” But now we can rejoice that 
in His providence He has opened up a way whereby that mind can be 
enlightened, that darkness dispelled. The light of the glorious truths 
of nature and revelation may now break in upon him; life is по longer | 
a sad, dark blank, but a bright, joyous road in which he can press 
steadily forward to usefulness and honor here, and above all, become 
fitted to be a partaker of those joys which are to be revealed hereafter ! 

But let us turn our thoughts toward the other children of our care— 
“ Children of night!” How sad, by nature, their lot! How great their 
misfortune! Could the heart be touched more by any other plea than 
that sad, plaintive cry, “I’m blind! oh! I’m blind?” Light all around, 
beauty everywhere, yet wandering torough life in darkness! These 
lofty mountains, looming up as grand monuments of Almighty power ; 
these lovely valleys, watered by their murmuring streams; these hill- 
sides, yielding their fruits and flowers in season, all unseen by them! 
They hear the fond voice, but see not the look of love and tendefness, 
behold not the noble images of their Creator, God. The book of Nature, 
fair and glorious to our eyes; to theirs, а universal blank ! 


“For oh! while others gaze on Nature's face, 

The verdant valee, the mounts пе, woods aud streamé; 

Or with delight ineffable survey 

Tre sun-bright image of his parent, God! 

Whilst others view Heaven's all-involving arch, 

Bright with unnumbered worlds, 

Whilst others s-e ара! sing with adoration, love and praise, 
* То them, "із dark, dark, yorsver dark!” 


But ’tis ours to lighten up their dark pathway of life, to guide their 
stumbling feet, to teach them a way they have not known—a way of 
usefulness and happiness. 

The blind man seems to have a distrust in his ability to jearn, Shut 
out from contact with the world at large, he seems to be the prey of mel- 
ancholy and despair. Born with this infirmity as his companion; una- 
ble to join in the gleesome, invigorating sports of youth; unable to roam 
the fields and woods, to drink in the loveliness of nature; seldom 
allowed to act or think for himself; often reminded, in pitying accents, 
of his misfortune ard of the beauties of carth around him, or the myriads 
of shining worlds above which shed in vain their rays for him; with glad- 
some exclamations falling, indiscreetly, from those who forget he has 
an ear to hear, and a heart to feel ; or, on the other hand, indulged with- 
г out reproof, whilst bis companions аге at school, or learning some use- 
ful Jessons of life; taught to regard himself as incapable of thought, 
and-left to brood over his misfortune, and distrust the mercy and justice 
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of God, is it wonderful that he becomes a prey to despondency, and, dis- 


trustful of God, should also distrust mankind? Тћіз із his sad estate ; 
but, we rejoice, too, to know that by contact with the world, by 
the aid of teaching, he learns to put forth efforts, to use the talents God 
has given him, to drive away his sad forebodings, and if effort is con- 
tinued, he will become a useful, honored member.of society, and may 
adorn the forum or the sacred desk! 

Blindness interposes a serious obstacle to the purstlit of most of the 
employments of life, but experience has taught that we who see exag- 
gerate the magnitude of the obstacles interposed. Subject your blind 
children to the same training, the same influences] which develope your 
seeing ones. Teach them in early life to rely upon themselves; train 
them—however tenderly—train them as flowers to bloom for usefulness. 
Turn them not away with a mere song upon their lips, or some sweet in- 
strument obedient to their touch, or with two or three years only given 
them to learn of the duties, mysteries and aims of life. Educate them, 
EDUCATE THEM as you do your other boys; and see what mighty giants, 


-~ though blind they be, would walk your land; what power and influence 


they would wield; what good they would accomplish ! 

“Tell me not in mournful numbers ” the life of the blind “is but an 
empty dream.” No! itis real! No! it is earnest !~-It can be useful— 
it can be honorable. 

To the blind the sense of touch is the eye through which they look and 
learn their relation to the world and things around them. No human 
being has yet been born on earth, so far as known, without that sense of 
touch, that medium of communication with the outer world. Valentine 
Hany, inspired by the success attendant upon the education of the deaf 
mute, and, reflecting upon the exceeding sensitiveness of the blind man’s 
touch, first conceived the idea of raised letters and maps for the instruc- 
tion of these unfortunates, and thus, in 1784, in the city of Paris, formed 
the cradle from which has grown the various institutions which so much 
adorn humanity. As early as the year 1260 an asylum for blind adults 
was founded, wherein they were kept as paupers, upon the bounty of 
charity, and thought to be unfit to learn and live and act as men. Dark- 
ness, as to these unfortunates, then rested upon the eyes of those who 
could see, but that darkness was dispelled by Hany, and humanity 
pleads, with its loudest yet tenderest appeals, for more help, for more 
light for those who walk in darkness, that they may be enabled to take 
their places with the most enlightened of their fellow men. 

May we not hope—aye! more than hope—work, plead, that our young 
State, now that she has inaugurated this institution, may not be satisfied 
with its being a mere asylum for the blind, a mere workshop for carrying 
on some simple trades, or school to attune the voice with sweet but plain- 
tive melodies, but may, carrying out the idea of him who suggested the 
work, and laid its first foundation stone (in the State,) arise to see the 
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beauty, excellence and glory of such an institution, the good it can ac- 
complish, attend to the mental culture of those “ children of the State ” 
and found its university of learning for them here, of which the Alma 
Mater, young though she be, may be proud, and its Alumni bright 
jewels in her crown of rejoicing. 

Turning again to the deaf mute, and tracing his history back, we find 
that from the earliest ages down he has been a constituent part of hu- 
man society’ The frequent allusions made to him in history and serip- 
ture confirm this statement, and his lot has been hard indeed. In un- 
civilized communities he was regarded as under the special curse of 

God, and often put to death. Lucretius tells us: 
| | t To instruct the deaf, no art could ever reach, 
No care improve them, and no wisdom teach” 
_ The code of Justinian, that foundation stone of modern jurispru- 
dence, classed the deaf mute among those incapable of managing their 
own affairs, or of transmitting property, and denied him all civil rights. 
In the middle ages he was held as incapable of feudal succession, and 
< even the accomplished St. Augustine declared: “As faith cometh by 
hearing, it was impossible for the mute, for he could neither hear the 
word nor learn to read it.” 

Amid the brightest days of Roman letters and Grecian refinement, the 
art of expression by pantomime was carried to a high degree of perfec- 
tion. The eloquent Roman orator, Cicero, and the great comedian, 
Roscius, once, we ате told, contested their powers of expression of 
thought—the one by words, #6 other by gestures. The sculptor caused 
the cold, solid marble to breathe forth the feelings of the soul. The ar- 
tist drew out, in bold relief, the striking characteristics of his subject. 
Learning, and grace, and elegance were on every hand, but the records 
of ancient civilization are searched in vain to find one effort to teach 
the mute. Tell your little children some story as you gather them about 
the home hearth upon a winter evening, and/in that simple tale we see 
that signs are far more expressive than words. Endeavor to depict the 
emotions of the heart, and signs tell them mbst truly and most rapidly. 
The seething rush of waters, the awful plunge, the mighty clouds and 
mists of the great Niagara pictured to the eye in expressive pantomime, 
are grander far than if described by words. The face of man, beaming 
with love, kindled with expectation, glowing with pleasure, scowling 
with hate, or flashing with anger, is far more expressive than if the pas- 
sions and pleasures were told in measured words. The warm embrace 
of affection leaves its impress deeper in the heart than words which 
speak of love. The quick glare of defiance will hurl back your enemy 
easier than all the boasting words of daring. The eloquence of the ad- 
vocate burns with more intensity and moves with more power the hearts 
of his hearers when acccompanied with proper gestures. Is it not then 
strange, that never, until the influences of pure Christianity had touched 
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the heart of man, and its principles urged him on to deeds of human. 
kindness, that nothing suggested the means to strike the eye of those 
whose ears were closed to sound and whose tongues spoke not, and who 
were living, yet dead, to all that makes life beautiful here? Even in 
the days of our Savior it required the touch of the Master to bring res- 
toration to the deaf ear and palsied tongue. 

To Pedro Ponce de Leon, in the fifteenth century, is usually accorded 
the high honor of being the first instructor of the deaf-mute ; but to the 
venerable Abbe де l’Epie, of the eighteenth century, just а little over 
one hundred years ago, is the glory and praise due of opening up to this 


_* unfortunate class, the “natural language of the deaf and dumb "— (ће 


language of signs—the means for their mental and moral development, 
and the medium of their access to the world without; that system which, 
not until the year 1816, found its way across the ocean, and is now the 
source of so much happiness, so much enlightenment, so much good. It 
would be interesting to trace the history of deaf-mute instruction from 
the days of Ponce de Leon down to our time,—interesting to show the 
improvements made, interesting to see the various institutions now exist- 
ing, of their valued teachers, of their inmates, and of their successes, 
but time will not permit. Our young State has here started in a career 
of usefulness which, if successfully carried forward, our bold mountaineers 
will look upon with pride and gratitude. 

West Virginia has, among its mountains and valleys, many beautiful 

_ Spots, many places suited for such an institution; but—may I be per- 
mitted to say it?—where within all her borders is one more beautiful 
than this? When I look upon these grand old mountains looming up 
towards the blue vault of Heaven, and standing, even as sentinels, at its 
very gates, the heart breaks forth in. spontaneous praise to Him who 
made them the. mighty monuments of His almighty power! When I 
stand upon the brink of the precipices overhanging our own beautiful 
“ River of the Swans,” and hear its murmurings as they rise in sweetest 
~notes from its pure waters gently winding through‘the valley enriched by 

its flow; or behold it, anon, dividing even the mountains asunder in its 
rush towards the sea, I stand in wonder and amaze! When I see bless- 
ings bestowed on every hand, in, meadows of richest green, in harvest 
ripe and golden, or in the cattle on a thousand hills, the voice cannot 
be sileni then, but breaks forth in joyous thanksgiving, and the very 
rocks and hills join in the chorus of praise to “ Him who was, and is, 
and is to come!” | 

Here, the deaf-mute, with eye beaming with intelligence, his onée 
darkened mind illumined by the {гиа he has been taught, grasping the 
idea of his immortality, and beholding his Maker’s works dround him, 
can drink in the works of creation, and “ wonder, worship and adore.” 

Here the blind, though the light of the natural eye be darkened, can 
have the eye оѓ his soul enlightened as he listens to the poetry of nature 
in these rippling waters and in the varied songs she so sweetly sings. 
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Gentlemen of the Board: May you never regret the day when you 
Jocated in our midst this institution of humanity. And may our people, 
thankful for the choice, with опе accord tenderly watch-over these 
children committed to their care. | 

West Virginia, would you rise.to the glory of а noble State? T plead 
for your children—your helpless, stricken children! Listen to their cry 
as it rises from your valleys and is echoed in plaintive wail from moun- 
tain-top to mountain-top! Whatconstitutes the noblest exponents of the 
true glory and advancement of.a State? Is it the costly dwellings of 
the rich? Is it proud cities with their factories, their marble fronts, 
their towering domes and spires? Is it the iron bands which join the 
East and West? Із it the electric wire that brings into instant converse 
the people of your domain? Is it your costly Capitols and places of 
State? Is it your rich harvest of grain, your lowing herds or your mines 
of wealth? No! None of these! But those institutions which bring 
relief to the children of misfortune and sorrow; which restore the shat- 
tered intellect, and shed the blessings of light and education into the 
darkened mind. These institutions are the product of Christian human- 
ity and civilization—a civilization which regards man as the central 
point of interest, and measures the value of each act and movement in 
society by the degree in which it relieves, protects, elevates and ennobles 
him. And what nobler good can you do than to give relief to those 
upon whom the mysterious will of Providence has cast а pall almost as 
dark as death itself, and from which they have no innate power to escape? 


